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subcontractors. The implementing regulations are found 
at 41 CFR 60-741. 

Section 504 (29 USC 794) 
Regulated separately by more than 20 agencies for 
federal financial assistance programs.
This section provides that qualified individuals with 
disabilities shall not be “excluded from, denied the 
benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under” 
any program activity that receives Federal financial 
assistance (e.g., Federal grants). Each Federal agency 
has its own Section 504 regulations and is responsible 
for enforcing them.
 
Section 508 (29 USC 794d) requires Federal electronic 
and information technology to be accessible to people 
with disabilities, including employees and members of 
the public.  

Hearing Aid Compatibility Act 
(47 USC 610)

Regulated by the Federal Communications 
Commission
This section of the Telecommunications Act requires 
all telephones manufactured or imported for use in the 
U.S. and all essential phones, such as those provided 
for emergency use, be compatible with hearing aids.  
In 2003, by regulation, the FCC set a 5-year timetable 
for the development and sale of digital wireless phones 
that are compatible with hearing aids and cochlear 
implants.  The regulations, found at 47 FCR 20.19, 
are undergoing revision, and an adjusted timetable is 
expected to result.  

Fair Housing Act 
(42 USC 3601 et seq.)

Regulated by the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development
This legislation prohibits discrimination in any aspect of 
selling or renting housing to deny a dwelling to a buyer 
or renter because of the disability of that individual, 
an individual associated with the buyer or renter, or 
an individual who intends to live in the residence. 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development 
regulations are found at 24 CFR Parts 100 et seq. 

Air Carrier Access Act 
(49 USC 41705)

Regulated by the Department of Transportation
This statute prohibits discrimination in air transportation 
by domestic and foreign air carriers against individuals 
with physical impairments. Requirements cover a 
wide range of issues, including the requirement that 
passengers with hearing impairments must be given 
timely access to the same information provided to other 
passengers both at the airport and on the airplane. The 
type of information includes safety, gate assignments, 
and delayed flights. The Department of Transportation 
regulations are found at 14 CFR Part 382. 

Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and 
Handicapped Act and Help America Vote Act 
(42 USC  1973ee et seq. and 42 USC  15301 et seq.) 

Generally states that polling places and voting 
machines across the U.S. be accessible to people with 
disabilities.  

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(20 USC 1400 et seq.)

Regulated by the Department of Education
This legislation requires public school systems to provide 
a “free, appropriate public education” to children who 
need specialized services because of a disability. It 
establishes procedures for developing an individual 
education program and identifying needed support 
services for individual children. The Department of 
Education regulations are found at 34 CFR Part 300. 
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